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To provide for the needs of 
hungry people by gathering and 
sharing quality food with dignity, 
compassion, and education.
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A Continuing Mission to Meet the Meal Gap…

Thank you for your support of Harvest Hope Food Bank and for taking the time 
to learn more about why our mission is so critical to hundreds of thousands of 
South Carolinians. In this Annual Report you will get a glimpse into the work we 
do to provide meals for children, seniors, families, and the multitude of others 
we serve on a daily basis. Across our 20 counties, we serve over 50,000 meals a 
week, helping to reduce hunger and giving hope to those in need. 

Our mission is about more than just putting food on a plate. It’s about providing 
hope and stability to a family struggling with an unexpected crisis, making sure a 
senior can enjoy their retirement and not forcing them to choose between food 
and medicine, ensuring that a child looks forward to the holidays and doesn’t 
dread them because they know there will be no school provided meals. 

As the CEO and the Board Chair of this large, and growing, non-profit, it’s amazing 
to look back at how we started off 36 years ago as a vision and a few individuals 
dedicated to helping the hungry. Now we’ve grown into a multi-million dollar 
organization that provides millions of meals a year to the most vulnerable among 
us. 

As we look back, however, we must continue to look forward. As a member of 
Feeding America, the largest hunger relief organization in the country, we have 
made a commitment to close the meal gap by 2025. This means we will need 
to have the resources and the infrastructure to more than double the number 
of meals we provide over the next eight years. This is a huge challenge, but one 
which we are looking forward to meeting head on. 

As an example of our ability to respond to trials, we need only to look back to 
October 2016.  Once again, a natural disaster struck our state, this time in the 
form of Hurricane Matthew and the flooding which followed. Harvest Hope was 
again called upon by our community to provide for those whose lives had been 
torn apart by a catastrophe. We provided well over 1.3 million meals in response 
to the hurricane, and our response continued even months after the event. 

Through all the challenges and growth we have experienced through the years, 
we have always stayed committed to our mission of proving quality food with 
dignity, compassion, and education. With the support of our volunteers, our staff, 
and our community, we look forward to the future and we give you our most 
heartfelt thanks and blessings. 

Yours in hope, 

Henry Barton
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Davis Bourne
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Tushar Chikhliker
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Stephen Moore

Ashley Rawl
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Rick Wilder

Drew Williams

George Shultz

Erinn Rowe
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Anne Matthews

Bobby McLain

Trey Ingalls

Mark Bokesch

Board of Directors

Denise Holland
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Harvest Hope:
A Staple of Support
In 2017, Harvest Hope Food 
Bank will celebrate 36 years of 
providing hunger relief to struggling 
individuals, families, seniors and 
children in South Carolina. Over 
the years, Harvest Hope has grown 
from a local grass-roots charity into 
an organization that now serves 
20 South Carolina counties and 
provides for over 50,000 people 
every week. During fiscal year 2015-
2016 Harvest Hope distributed 
30,441,938 pounds of food across 
20 South Carolina counties, enough 
food to make 23,416,875 meals. 

In 1981, several Columbia business leaders and 
members of the faith community gathered in a church 
with a shared vision to provide for their struggling and 
hungry neighbors in Columbia area communities. Since 
then Harvest Hope has increased its mission to meet hunger needs across 
our 20 county service area through partnerships with over 500 hunger 
relief service organizations, as well as our own individual programs such 
as our Emergency Food Pantries, Mobile Food Pantries and Senior and 
Children’s Feeding programs. 

From our simple and humble beginnings, Harvest Hope has continued to 
increase the scope of its operations and now provides food, comfort and 
hope to hungry individuals and families in the Midlands, Pee Dee and 
Greater Greenville regions of South Carolina. 

Harvest Hope Food Bank is a proud partner with Feeding America, the 
largest charitable hunger relief organization in the United States. We 
are also a member of the South Carolina Food Bank Association and 
distribute USDA product, and serve as South Carolina’s primary disaster 
response feeding organization. Feeding America is the nationwide 
network of more than 200 food banks that leads the fight against hunger 
in the United States of America. Together we can solve hunger.

WHERE MORE THAN 

330,000
PEOPLE GO 
HUNGRY

23.4
MILLION 
MEALS
PROVIDED

ACROSS
20 COUNTIES

INCLUDING
101,000
CHILDREN



Harvest Hope’s Hunger Relief Facilities 

Columbia Branch  
Harvest Hope’s original Columbia location in 1981 was in a building 
shared with the Columbia Housing Authority, before moving to Harden 
Street in 1985, relocating again in 1992 to a temporary facility on George 
Rogers Boulevard and then building our long-term base of operations 
on Shop Road in 1998. The Shop Road facility works with 240 member 
agencies to serve Calhoun, Chester, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lexington, 
Newberry, Orangeburg, Richland, Saluda and Sumter Counties. 

Pee Dee Branch 
The Pee Dee location was opened in 1998 as our second location, 
serving some of the poorest counties in the state. 
Partnering with 157 member agencies, the Pee Dee 
Branch serves Chesterfield, Clarendon, Darlington, 
Dillon, Florence, Lee, Marlboro and Marion Counties. 

Greenville Branch 
The Greater Greenville location has been 
serving Greenville and Laurens Counties since 
July 2007. The Greenville branch works 
with over 100 agencies and is the largest 
food pantry in the state by number of 
consumers served.

Lexington Emergency Food Pantry 
To meet the growing number of hungry 
people in the Midlands and help 
alleviate long lines at the Shop Road 
Emergency Food Pantry, Harvest 
Hope Food Bank opened its 
Lexington Emergency Food Pantry 
(EFP) in January of 2009. 

How Harvest Hope Food Bank Works 

Food donations come to our doors, then processed by checking for 
expiration dates and damaged packaging before quickly going out to reach 
struggling families, individuals, seniors and children. 

Step 1:  
Shelf stable food donations are delivered to Harvest Hope Food Bank. 

Step 2:  
All donated food is hand sorted at Harvest Hope by staff and volunteers. All 
donated food must pass strict food safety guidelines before distribution. 

Step 3:  
Harvest Hope partners with approximately 

500 agencies, plus our own hunger relief 
programs, to bring meals to the community. 

Partner agencies include shelters, 
soup kitchens, day-care centers, civic 
organizations, churches, after school 
programs, summer feeding programs 
and other feeding missions. 

Step 4:  
Harvest Hope provides immediate 
assistance at our own doorsteps 
at our Emergency Food Pantries, 
in addition to our Senior Feeding 

Programs, Children’s Feeding Programs 
and Mobile Food Pantries. 



Donors Are the Foundation of Our 
Hunger Relief Mission
 
Harvest Hope distributed more than 30 million pounds of food last year, 
enough to provide more than 23 million meals to feed struggling people 
every week throughout 20 South Carolina counties. All of the food, funds 
and resources that went into this effort resulted from donations made 
through individuals and community partners. 

Donations to Harvest Hope provide the resources to put food on 
the tables of seniors, children, families and individuals in our state’s 
hardest hit pockets of poverty and communities. Along with Harvest 
Hope’s service programs, donations support the efforts of faith-based 
congregations, pantries, shelters, soup kitchens, feeding missions and 
other organizations who often serve as the last hope against hunger for 
many who would have nowhere else to turn. 

In FY16, more than 2,000 food drives and local community events 
provided canned goods and nonperishable food items needed to 
supplement fresh and frozen product donated by local farmers, retailers 
and food wholesalers. From small neighborhoods to city-wide televised 
food drives, concerned people within our 20 county service area helped 
feed their hungry neighbors. 

Financial donations through individuals, corporations and grants allow 
Harvest Hope to expand operations and meet the increasing service 
demand. For every dollar of support, 98¢ goes directly to providing 
hunger relief through meals as well as information about services such 
as SNAP benefits and unemployment compensation for hungry people in 
South Carolina. Throughout FY16 every dollar donated to Harvest Hope 
Food Bank provided five meals.

Just $1 fills

Our Volunteers Give the Valuable Gift of Their Time 

Harvest Hope could not carry out its mission without providing a direct 
means of community involvement through our volunteer opportunities. 
Every day businesses, church groups, schools or individuals committed to 
giving back make a tangible difference to the community and in the lives 
of their neighbors by providing the most valuable gift they have – their 
time. 

Our dedicated group of volunteers saves Harvest Hope on average $1 
million in salaries and benefits each year. Their generous gifts of time and 
hard work allow 98¢ of every dollar to go directly to providing food for 
hungry people in South Carolina. Perhaps the first and biggest benefit of 
volunteering for Harvest Hope is the satisfaction of seeing a direct impact 
in the lives of families suffering from hunger, as well knowing they are 
making a difference in their community. Volunteers come together from 
many different backgrounds to help ensure that our organization runs 
efficiently and with compassion for those in need.

Our dedicated group of volunteers saves Harvest Hope well over $1 
million in salaries and benefits each year.

There is no task too large or too small for Harvest Hope volunteers. They 
assist in a variety of ways at our branches including sorting through 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of food accumulated through food 
drives. Volunteers are the face of Harvest Hope in the community and 
participate in numerous special events including the USPS Letter Carriers 
food drive, Share Your Holiday, and Harvest Hope’s signature auction 
event, Empty Bowls. 

We encourage everyone in our community to learn the benefits of 
volunteering for Harvest Hope. Please visit www.harvesthope.org/
volunteer to learn more about our volunteer programs and opportunities. 
Individuals and organizations can easily sign up online for our orientation 
either at our facility, or for groups we can bring the orientation to you!

$1.7
 million

THE IMPACT OF OUR VOLUNTEERS



Children’s Feeding Programs 

We want to change the problem for one in four children under the age 
of five who goes to bed hungry every night in South Carolina. To make 
sure every child in our 20 county service area has the food they need 
to grow and learn we provide supplementary nutrition and meals to 
hungry children in our service area through two programs: Kids Cafe and 

Backpack. 

Kids Cafe is an after-school charitable meal service program 
for children ages 6 to 18, and the Backpack program 

provides weekend hunger relief for children who have 
been identified as at risk of hunger. These programs 

provide food to low income children through a 
variety of community locations where children 
congregate—such as churches, after-school 
programs and public schools. 

At three Kids Cafe locations, Harvest Hope 
provides food to partner agencies who in turn 
prepare hot meals and serve at-risk children. 
These sites provide the chance for children to 

participate in safe and structured after-school 
educational, recreational and social activities such 

as homework assistance, tutoring, and arts and 
crafts projects.

Harvest Hope’s Backpack program ensures that children 
have a stable supply of nourishment to last through the 

weekend when they do not have access to in-school breakfast and 
lunches. Backpacks containing seven meals are distributed to children 
in participating schools. Guidance counselors and teachers at schools 
participating in the Backpack Program report that students who received 
backpacks through the program showed improvement in attendance, 
behavior and grades, and exhibited an overall improvement in motivation 
and attitude about school. 

We currently seek funding and community partners to greatly increase 
our Backpack programs throughout our service area and ensure children 
have the nourishment they need to excel in school. 

Senior Feeding Programs 

After a lifetime of work and preparing for their own future in addition 
to the well-being of their children, no senior citizen should have to go 
hungry. Yet South Carolina is currently 11th in the nation for the number 
of seniors who cannot provide for their hunger needs. One in ten South 
Carolina seniors face food insecurity, meaning they remain uncertain if 
they can meet their daily hunger needs. 

Through the Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) 
Harvest Hope provides a monthly nutritious commodity 
box to low-income participants, the majority who are 
elderly people 60 years of age or older. CSFP food 
packages do not provide a complete diet, but are 
good sources of the nutrients typically lacking in 
the diets of the target population. Harvest Hope 
Food Bank, in partnership with the South Caro-
lina Department of Social Services, has entered 
an agreement to accomplish the goals of the 
CSFP program in the following counties: Allen-
dale, Barnwell, Fairfield, Greenville, Greenwood, 
Kershaw, Lexington, McCormick, Orangeburg, 
Richland, and Sumter. In FY 2015 Harvest Hope 
provided 37,945 senior food boxes to qualified 
participants in 11 counties in South Carolina. 

In November of 2010 Harvest Hope launched a pilot 
program in Chesterfield County called Totes of Love. This 
grant-funded or sponsored program was created to expand 
the reach of our senior hunger efforts and currently provides 
senior hunger relief operating in Darlington, Florence, Lee, Marlboro 
and Marion counties. Twice a month, qualified seniors receive a Har-
vest Hope tote bag of nutritionally balanced food to supplement their 
food, including staple foods like canned meat, fruits and vegetables, dry 
beans, pasta or rice, peanut butter and bread.
Harvest Hope distributed 3,000 Senior Totes in the Pee Dee through the 
grant funded Totes of Love Program, 27,993 CSFP senior boxes in the 
Midlands and 10,495 CSFP senior boxes in the Greater Greenville Area in 
FY 2014. 

784,000
MEALS
provided
in our child
feeding 
programs

74,000
SENIORS
fed in our
senior
feeding 
programs



Mobile Food Pantries 

Harvest Hope’s Mobile Food Pantries (MFP) deliver the gift of food to ru-
ral and remote pockets of poverty and provide the opportunity to direct-
ly engage with communities isolated from other forms of hunger relief. 
Each month when our trucks roll up to an MFP site they are a welcomed 
by local partners, usually a faith-based organization such as members of 
a small church congregation, who help coordinate our efforts to provide 
food to their hungry neighbors. 

The Mobile Food Pantry (MFP) program began in March 2002 to serve 
individuals in rural areas who have limited or no access to food pantries. 
There are many challenges for hungry people living in these remote ar-
eas, as most rural communities and some urban areas have insufficient 
numbers of outlets providing emergency food service to populations for 
whom transportation is an issue.

Harvest Hope coordinates with local service agencies to organize distri-
bution through our Mobile Food Pantries. By filling our designated MFP 
boxes with food, loading them on a refrigerated truck and taking them 
to scheduled sites in remote rural areas, Harvest Hope is able to deliver 
food to those most in need. Our MFP trucks deliver the boxed food to 
specific locations where local volunteers operate registration stations, 
sign in clients and coordinate service delivery to individuals suffering 
from hunger. In addition to nonperishable product, fresh produce is also 
distributed on a seasonal basis.

Hunger Study and Map the Meal

Harvest Hope Food Bank was pleased to participate in gathering data for 
Hunger in America in 2014, the largest and most comprehensive study 
ever conducted in the United States of people seeking food assistance. 
The study was released in August 2014 and provided a detailed analysis 
of hunger and food insecurity in the United States, South Carolina, and 
in Harvest Hope’s 20 county service area.

Harvest Hope Food Bank was pleased to participate in gathering data for 
Hunger in America in 2014, the largest and most comprehensive study 
ever conducted in the United States of people seeking food assistance. 
The study was released in August 2014 and provided a detailed analysis 
of hunger and food insecurity in the United States, South Carolina, and 
in Harvest Hope’s 20 county service area.

78%
56% 75% 71%

of clients 
had to 
choose 

between 
food and 
utilities

of clients had 
to choose 

between food 
and rent or 
mortgage

of clients had to 
choose between 

food and 
transportation

of clients had to 
choose between 

food and 
medical care

Dilemmas Faced by Our Clients

330,000
South Carolinians 

face hunger each month



Program Services
98%

Supporting Expenses
2%

Public Support
83%
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1%

State Support
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Shared Maintenance
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Program Income
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Agency Relations

Harvest Hope is the lifeline for over 500 agency partners who share our 
dedication to meet the hunger needs of families and individuals across 
our 20 county service area. We are the critical support for those who 
take our feeding mission directly to their neighbors in need in the most 
economically impacted communities and most concentrated pockets of 
poverty. They could not survive without us. Equally, it is largely through 
their partnerships that we distributed over 30 million pounds of food 
last year to feed approximately 50,000 people each week.

Many of these agencies are faith based; churches or other religious 
organizations who include hunger awareness as part of their outreach. 
Other partners include children’s homes, women’s shelters, homeless 
shelters, senior centers, soup kitchens, and other service outreach pro-
viders. 

Partner agencies must qualify as non-profit organizations and have as 
part of their mission a dedication to service populations experiencing 
hunger. They must be 501(c)(3) organizations registered with the Sec-
retary of State and Internal Revenue Service and agree to the same 
standards established by Feeding America which we comply with. They 
must, in some aspect, serve the hungry in their community and help 
those for whom the need for food is critical. Without us, many of these 
organizations would be forced to shut their doors and cut off the only 
means of emergency food to those suffering from hunger in their area. 

Harvest Hope Food Bank Partner Agencies
(Listed Alphabetically by County)







In Harvest Hope’s 20 County Territory

100,000
CHILDREN
Face Hunger on a Daily Basis

Columbia • Florence • Greenville
Serving 20 SC Counties
PO Box 451  Columbia, SC 29202


